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Works of art from Vatican to be displayed 
during World Meeting of Families, papal visit in
Philadelphia. This painting of the Madonna will
be on display in Philadelphia when the “Vatican
Splendors” exhibit opens in September. 
(CNS photo/Vatican press kit)

By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Presi-

dent Barack Obama and first lady

Michelle Obama will welcome

Pope Francis to the White House

Sept. 23.

Last year, in their first en-

counter, Pope Francis received the

president at the Vatican for a dis-

cussion that touched on several

areas of tension between the

Catholic Church and the White

House, including religious free-

dom and medical ethics.

During an unusually long 50-

minute meeting, the two leaders

discussed “questions of particular

relevance for the church in (the

U.S.), such as the exercise of the

rights to religious freedom, life

and conscientious objection as

well as the issue of immigration

reform,” the Vatican said in

statement afterward.

While in Washington, Pope

Francis will address a joint

meeting of Congress Sept. 24,

making him the first pope to do

so.

The Archdiocese of Wash-

ington said it would host the

pope for his visit, but did not an-

nounce dates. On his flight from

the Philippines to Rome in Janu-

ary, Pope Francis said he would

canonize Blessed Junipero Serra

at Washington’s Basilica of the

Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception.

On March 18, the United

Nations announced Pope Francis

will visit there the morning of

Sept. 25 to address the U.N.

General Assembly. The pope

also will meet separately with

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon and with the president of

the General Assembly. The pon-

tiff also is scheduled to a town

hall gathering with U.N. staff.

In a statement, Ban noted that the pope’s visit came during the United Nations’ 70th

anniversary, in which its members would make decisions about sustainable development,

climate change and peace. He said he was confident the pope’s visit would inspire the inter-

national community to redouble its efforts for social justice, tolerance and understanding.

The Supreme Court ruling redefining

the definition of marriage and making same-

sex marriage legal in all fifty states will not

change the Church’s teachings. “The Church

will continue to stand firm in our belief, and

will not waver in our

teaching,” of the age-

less understanding of

marriage as a faithful

and fruitful relation-

ship between one

man and one

woman,” said Bishop

Bradley in a state-

ment released on the

day of the decision. 

Following is

Bishop Bradley’s

complete statement:

“The Supreme

Court’s historic deci-

sion today redefining

the institution of mar-

riage raises serious

concerns since it has

changed the social

fabric that serves as the very foundation of

our society. Even as this decision puts the

Church’s teaching at odds with the law of

society, the Church will continue to stand

firm in our belief, and will not waver in our

teaching, of the ageless understanding of

marriage as a faithful and fruitful relation-

ship between one man and one woman.

“While there might be a profound dif-

ference of opinion with the Supreme Court’s

decision regarding the institution of

marriage, our disagreement should not be

confused with discrimination or intolerance.

We will continue our strong stance against

unjust discriminatory actions against any

person, regardless

of their sexual

orientation.

“As we express

our disagreement with

this decision, we

reaffirm the Good

News of God’s un-

conditional love for

all people, and we

pray that as a society,

we will find the will

to have respectful dia-

logue and tolerance

for our differences,

especially as we con-

tinue to build on what

unites us. Our regret

in the face of this de-

cision, and its poten-

tial impact on

religious liberty as well as countless num-

bers of current laws, does not in any way

change Jesus’ constant teaching that we are

to love all people. Individuals with same-sex

attraction are deserving of respect and the

same dignity God has given to all.”

For more on the Church’s teaching on
marriage visit: 

www.michigancelebratesmarriage.com
www.usccb.org/marriage-and-family 

Bishop Bradley affirms Church’s teaching on

marriage in light of Supreme Court ruling

Papal visit includes stops at the White House,

the United Nations and Congress

Americans ready to welcome 

Pope Francis for historic first visit

Pope Francis made his intention to travel to the

United States for the 2015 World Meeting of Families

public on November 17, 2014, in an address to the Col-

loquium on the Complementarity of Man and Woman

at the Vatican. 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, president of the

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops wel-

comed the news. 

“The presence of Pope Francis at the World Meet-

ing of Families in our country will be a joyful moment

for millions of Catholics and people of good will.  Our

great hope has been that the Holy Father would visit us

next year to inspire our families in their mission of

love. It is a blessing to hear the pope himself announce

the much anticipated news,” said Archbishop Kurtz.

Following are some of the highlights:

• Washington, DC: September 23: Visit with 

President Obama and First Lady; 

Mass of Canonization of Junipero Serra

• September 24: Address to Joint Session of 

United States Congress New York City: 

• September 25: United Nations General 

Assembly Address 

• Philadelphia: Sept. 26 and 27 for the World 

Meeting of Families.

Good News

Bishop Paul J. Bradley is shown above with 
“goldyweds” James and Loistine Jackson, 
St. Augustine Cathedral parishioners, at the 

50th Anniversary Mass, September 2014. The annual
Mass honors couples who celebrate 50 years 

or more of marriage.

Vatican exhibit to open 
during World Meeting of

Families, papal visit 
By Shannon Bowen,

Catholic News Service 

PHILADELPHIA (CNS) — Works of art including

paintings, sculptures and rare artifacts from the Vati-

can will be on display just in time for the World Meet-

ing of Families and the visit of Pope Francis to

Philadelphia this September.

More than 200 works of art, 40 percent of which

have never been shown publicly anywhere, are part of

the “Vatican Splendors” exhibit opening Sept. 19 at

Philadelphia’s venerable Franklin Institute and running

through February 2016. Officials with the families

meeting and the institute announced the arrival of the

exhibit during a news conference June 5. 

Cover story continued – page 5

“Forward in Hope” is the theme for the first-ever 
diocesan-wide capital campaign reflecting the goal to
build and strengthen the Church in Southwest Michigan.
The theme and logo design were approved by 
Bishop Paul J. Bradley along with the 
Capital Campaign Advisory 
Committee last month.  
Campaign planning continues 
throughout this year with an 
anticipated roll-out in 2016. 



Rev. Donald Potts, 
Pastor of St. Ann Parish, 
Cassopolis will retire August
31, 2015 and assume Pastor
Emeritus status, effective 
September 1, 2015. 

DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATION
Msgr. Michael Osborn* (Not pictured) has been appointed General
Secretary (Moderator of the Curia) and Vicar General, as well as Director
of Vocations, effective August 1, 2015. Msgr. Osborn was previously on
assignment in Rome working in the Congregation for
the Evangelization of the Peoples. Msgr. Michael 
Hazard, Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo, 
continues as Vicar General. 

Very Rev. Robert Creagan, V.E.,* has been 
appointed Episcopal Vicar for Clergy. Fr. Creagan 
continues as the Pastor, St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
Portage.     
*previously announced

Mrs. Jennifer Callahan has been appointed Director
of Stewardship and Development. In this role Jennifer
will direct all stewardship and development efforts for
the diocese including work with the diocesan capital
campaign and the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. She will
report directly to Bishop Bradley and become a mem-
ber of the Bishop’s Leadership Team.

Jennifer was most recently the Associate Vice Pres-
ident of Development at Western Michigan University. Her previous de-
velopment work has included positions at Eastern Illinois University,
American Cancer Society, Juvenile Diabetes Foundations and National
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Michigan. She earned her Bachelor’s and
Master’s of Arts in Social Work from the University of Pittsburgh.  

Mr. David Reilly announced his decision to retire his
full-time position as Director of the Office of Christian
Worship which became effective June 30, 2015. David
continues in his ministry in a part-time capacity begin-
ning July 1, 2015. We are grateful for David’s 37 years
of dedicated service to our diocese and look forward to
continuing our work together in this new capacity. 

PARISH COORDINATOR
Mr. John Dillon, has been appointed Parish Coordina-
tor for St. Ann Parish, effective September 1, 2015. In
his role as Parish Coordinator, Dillon will be responsi-
ble for the day to day administration, programs and
ministries of the parish, including scheduling for 
“visiting” priests to celebrate Mass and the other
sacraments for the needs of the parishioners. In 2013,
John and his wife Sylvia were appointed Deanery 

Coordinators of Domestic Church Outreach for the Southwest Deanery.
Dillon brings 30 years of experience with diocesan ministry, he was the
Assistant Director for the Office of Campus Ministry at the University 
of Notre Dame. In this role he directed marriage preparation, RCIA, 
 Catechist formation and various religious education initiatives. 

Very Rev. German Perez-Diaz,
has been appointed Pastor for
Sts. John/Bernard Parish, Benton 
Harbor. Fr. Perez-Diaz was previ-
ously Pastor, Holy Angels Parish, 
Sturgis and dean of the Southeast
Deanery. 
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Rev. Evelio Ramirez,
has been appointed Pastor for
Holy Angels Parish, Sturgis and
its mission, St. Joseph Parish,
White Pigeon. He was previously
Parochial Vicar, St. Joseph Parish,
Battle Creek. 

Rev. William Jacobs,
has been appointed Parochial
Vicar, St. Monica Parish, 
Kalamazoo and will assume Senior
Priest status. Fr. Jacobs was previ-
ously the Pastor, Ss. John/Bernard
Parish, Benton Harbor and Dean of
the Lakeshore Deanery. 

Very Rev. Mark Vyverman,
Pastor of St. Charles Borromeo 
Coldwater and Our Lady of 
Fatima, Union City, has been 
appointed Dean of the Southeast
Deanery. 

Very Rev. German Diaz Perez,
has been appointed Dean of the
Lakeshore Deanery. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Rev. Edmund (Ted) Martin has
freely resigned as Pastor, St. Mar-
garet Parish, Otsego. Fr. Martin
begins a three-month leave of ab-
sence from active ministry for per-
sonal reasons during which period
he will have no priestly faculties.

Rev. James Adams, 
has been appointed Canonical 
Pastor for Our Lady of Great Oak,
Lacey and St. Ambrose, Delton, 
effective August 1, 2015. Fr. Adams
remains Pastor, St. Ann Parish, 
Augusta and chaplain for Hackett
Catholic Prep High School. 

Rev. John Peter Ambrose, MSFS,
has been appointed Canonical 
Pastor for Immaculate Conception, 
Hartford, effective June 14, 2015.
Fr. John Peter remains Pastor, 
St. Joseph Parish, Watervliet,

Rev. Antony Rajesh, MSFS,
has been appointed Pastor for
Immaculate Conception, Three
Rivers and St. Clare, Centreville.
He was previously Parochial Vicar
for St. Monica Parish, Kalamazoo. 

PAROCHIAL VICARS

DEANS

DEPARTURE
Msgr. Leonel Cartanega, Diocese 
of Mocoa-Sibundoy, Colombia, has
been recalled to his diocese at the 
request of the Archbishop and thereby
concludes his pastoral ministry for the
Diocese of Kalamazoo effective im-

mediately. Msgr. Leo had been Pastor of Immaculate
Conception, Hartford and has worked extensively with
the Hispanic community throughout the diocese.

RETIREMENT

Rev. Benjamin Huynh,
has been appointed Parochial
Vicar, St. Joseph Parish, Battle
Creek. In addition he has been 
appointed chaplain for Bronson
Battle Creek Hospital in Battle
Creek as well as the three Battle
Creek Area Catholic Schools

(BCACS). Fr. Huynh was previously Parochial Vicar
for St. Thomas More Student Parish, Kalamazoo. 

Very Rev. Creagan

P R I E S T LY A P P O I N T M E N T SANNOUNCEMENTS
The Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley has announced the following
priest assignments for the Diocese of Kalamazoo which 
became effective July 8, 2015, unless otherwise noted. 

Rev. Raul Gomez, has been 

appointed Parochial Vicar for

St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek 

effective July 8, 2015. He was 

previously Parochial Vicar for St.

Charles Borromeo, Coldwater and

Our Lady of Fatima, Union City. In

his new role Fr. Gomez will have

particular pastoral care for the Hispanic communities

in Battle Creek as well as St. Mary Parish, Bronson. 

CANONICAL PASTORS

Very Rev. Christian Johnston,

has been appointed Canonical

Pastor, St. Margaret Parish, 

Otsego. Fr. Johnston continues as

Pastor, St. Therese of Lisieux,

Wayland and Sts. Cyril and

Methodius, Wayland (Gun Lake).  

Rev. Joseph McCormick, O.S.A.

has been appointed Canonical 

Pastor of St. Ann Parish, 

effective September 1, 2015. 

Fr. McCormick will continue as

Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake

Parish, Edwardsburg. 

GRADUATE STUDIES
Rev. Francis Marotti,
Parochial Vicar, St. Philip Parish,
Battle Creek, will return to Rome
to complete his graduate studies
beginning September 1, 2015.
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The Bishop’s Perspective La Perspectiva del Obispo

Continued on page 4

On Summer Days, Roses and Fallacies:
Días de campo, excursiones a la playa y relajarse en el sol, son las actividades
típicas de estos primeros días de verano. Nuestro horario normal diario se
desacelera un poco al pasar a un segundo plano nuestras “listas” de quehaceres en
nuestro programa de vacaciones. Estos días de verano también son excelentes
para la contemplación orante al disfrutar más horas de luz del día y estar

inspirados por la belleza de la naturaleza que nos rodea. Estos días más relajantes nos
permiten tomar el tiempo para reflexionar sobre los acontecimientos actuales que tienen
lugar en nuestra sociedad que cambia rápidamente.

Definitivamente, hay muchos eventos para reflexionar en nuestro mundo en estos días. La
decisión histórica de la Corte Suprema la semana pasada sobre Obergefell v.Hodges
redefiniendo la institución del matrimonio se perfila como el evento que más cambia la vida
para todos los ciudadanos. Con un trazo de la pluma, la decisión 5-4 cambió el tejido social
de nuestra sociedad americana. Como dije en mi declaración oficial en ese fatídico día del 26
de junio de 2015, “A pesar de que esta decisión pone la enseñanza de la Iglesia en
desacuerdo con la ley de la sociedad, la Iglesia seguirá manteniéndose firme en nuestra
creencia, y no vacilara en nuestra enseñanza de la eterna comprensión del matrimonio como
una relación fiel y fecunda entre un hombre y una mujer”. [Ver la tapa para la declaración
completa.]

Otro hecho significativo el mes pasado fue la publicación del Papa Francisco de la muy
anticipada encíclica, “Laudato Si:. En atención a nuestra Casa Común” En esta gran
enseñanza, nuestro Santo Padre aborda uno de los temas morales críticamente más
importante de nuestro día — ecología y el calentamiento global. Como buen pastor, nuestro
Santo Padre nos recuerda que nuestra preocupación por los demás y nuestro cuidado por el
medio ambiente están conectados integralmente. El Papa también advierte que si no nos
unimos para la acción, nuestro medio ambiente se deteriora, lo cual tendrá graves
consecuencias para toda la humanidad, sobre todo para los pobres y los vulnerables.

Estos son sólo algunos de los temas que han desencadenado acalorado y, por desgracia,
amargo debate. La cobertura de noticias provocativas y la amplia gama de opiniones de
personas con carga emocional sobre estos asuntos nos dejan a veces sacudiendo la cabeza en
incredulidad. Me pregunto qué pasó con la discusión basada sobre los méritos del argumento
en lugar de ataques personales acalorados y de odio resultando en amenazas. Mientras
observamos nuestra sociedad siendo remodelada, ¿qué significa para la libertad de vivir y
practicar nuestra fe? ¿Qué significa para las generaciones futuras?

Nuestra llamada “cultura/sociedad moderna” nos quiere hacer creer que no hay absolutos
morales. Todo lo que haces, todo lo que hago, todo lo que tu vecino hace — todo está bien,
que todos hagan lo que quieran hacer. Sin embargo, nuestro sentido común nos debe llevar a
la conclusión de que este tipo de aproximación liberal a las normas y los absolutos morales,
tarde o temprano, destruirá nuestra sociedad desde adentro hacia afuera. Mientras que
prestemos más atención a las payasadas de las celebridades y atletas superestrellas ignorando
asuntos más apremiantes del mundo, como la pobreza, la trata de personas, la guerra, la
violencia racial, persecución religiosa y la destrucción de nuestro medio ambiente, vamos a
seguir en un camino lento pero constante a la decaída de la sociedad. ¿Recuerdan la antigua
historia de “Roma ardiendo mientras Nerón tocaba el violín”?

Como teólogo G.K. Chesterton escribió una vez: “Las falacias no dejan de ser una falacia
porque se conviertan en modas.” O, como me gusta decir: El hecho de que la mayoría de la
gente pudiera decidir que una rosa debe ser renombrada (o redefinida) una “mala hierba” no
la hace menos rosa.

Hoy en día, somos testigos y estamos involucrados en este tipo de “reduccionismo” o
“relativismo moral” a nuestro alrededor. El desacuerdo se etiqueta como discriminación; la
enseñanza religiosa de larga data y divinamente revelada es llamada odiosa y a los que la
enseñan son etiquetados de fanáticos. Cuando algunas personas se niegan a aceptar las
elecciones y acciones de otras personas, son etiquetadas como intolerantes; la libertad de
expresión y de palabra se les niega a ellas.

El Papa Francisco lo dijo mejor cuando llamó al relativismo moral Como “la pobreza
espiritual de nuestro tiempo.”: Como el escribió: “El espíritu del mundo nos tienta con la luz
engañosa del relativismo, el cual oscurece el esplendor de la verdad y, sacudiendo la tierra
bajo nuestros pies, nos empuja hacia las arenas movedizas de la confusión y la desesperación”.

Como nuestra fe católica enseña, la verdadera libertad no debe equipararse con una licencia
para hacer lo que queramos. En cambio, la libertad es la capacidad de utilizar nuestros
mentes, corazones y voluntad dadas por Dios, para descubrir su propósito para nuestras
vidas, y ser libres para cumplirla. Deberíamos querer y desear ejercer el pensamiento crítico
y no estar satisfechos con una comprensión curativa de nuestra fe.

¿Cómo nos enfrentamos al relativismo moral de nuestros días? Debemos evitar cualquier
tipo de predicación moralista o comentarios críticos, y estar sujetos al mandato evangélico:
para llegar con el amor de Dios a todas las personas. Cuando nosotros, los que hemos sido
bautizados en la vida de Jesús, vivimos nuestras vidas de acuerdo con la moral absoluta de
seguir a Jesús a través de Su Iglesia en todo lo que hacemos, entonces nuestras vidas mismas
motivadas por la fe será lo que atrae a otros a prestar atención a lo que tenemos que decir y
cómo vivir.

En los días de verano, Rosas y falacias:
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Picnics, trips to the beach and relaxing in the sun are the typical activities for
these early days of summer. Our normal daily schedule slows down a bit as our
“to do’ lists take a back seat to our vacation schedule. These summer days are
also great for prayerful contemplation as we enjoy more hours of daylight and
are inspired by nature’s beauty all around us. These more relaxing days allow us
to take the time to ponder the current events taking place in our rapidly changing society.

There are definitely many events to ponder in our world these days. The Supreme Court’s
historic decision last week on Obergefell v.Hodges redefining the institution of marriage
looms as the most life-changing event for all citizens. With one stroke of the pen, the 5-4 de-
cision changed the very social fabric of our American society. As I said in my official state-
ment on that fateful day of June 26, 2015, “Even as this decision puts the Church’s teaching
at odds with the law of society, the Church will continue to stand firm in our belief, and will
not waver in our teaching of the ageless understanding of marriage as a faithful and fruitful
relationship between one man and one woman.” [see cover for full statement.]

Another significant event last month was the publication of Pope Francis’ much anticipated
encyclical, “Laudato Si: On care for our Common Home.” In this major teaching, our Holy
Father addresses one of the most critically important moral issues of our day — ecology and
global warming. As a good pastor, our Holy Father reminds us that our care for others and
our care for the environment are integrally connected. The pope also warns that if we do not
come together for action, our environment will deteriorate, which will have very serious im-
plications for all humanity, most especially the poor and the vulnerable. 

These are just a few of the issues that have sparked heated and, unfortunately acrimonious,
debate. Inflammatory news coverage and the wide range of people’s emotionally-charged
opinions on these matters leave us sometimes shaking our heads in disbelief. I wonder what-
ever happened to discussion based on the merits of the argument rather than heated and hate-
ful personal attacks resulting in threats. As we watch our society being reshaped what does it
mean for the freedom to live and practice our faith? What does it mean for future genera-
tions? 

Our so-called “modern society/culture” would  have us believe that there are no moral ab-
solutes. Everything you do, everything I do, everything your neighbor does — it’s all fine
for everyone to do whatever they choose to do. However, our common sense should lead us
to conclude that this type of laissez faire approach to standards and moral absolutes will,
sooner or later, destroy our society from the inside out. As long as we pay more attention to
celebrity and superstar athlete’s antics while ignoring the world’s most pressing issues such
as poverty, human trafficking, war, racial violence, religious persecution and the destruction
of our environment, we will continue on a slow but steady path to societal decline. Remem-
ber the old story of “Rome burning while Nero played the fiddle”?

As theologian G.K. Chesterton once wrote: “Fallacies do not cease to be fallacious because
they become fashions.” Or, as I like to say: Just because the majority of people might decide
that a rose should be renamed (or redefined) a “weed” doesn’t make it any less a rose. 
Today, we witness and engage in this type of “reductionism” or “moral relativism” all
around us. Disagreement is labeled discrimination; long-standing and divinely revealed reli-
gious teaching is called hateful and those who teach it are labeled fanatics. When some peo-
ple refuse to accept other people’s choices and actions, they are labeled as intolerant;
freedom of expression and speech is denied to them. 

Pope Francis said it best when he called moral relativism “the spiritual poverty of our time.”
As he wrote: “The spirit of the world tempts us with the deceptive light of relativism, which
obscures the splendor of truth and, shaking the earth beneath our feet, pushes us toward the
shifting sands of confusion and despair.”

As our Catholic faith teaches, true freedom should not be equated with a license to do any-
thing we want.  Instead, freedom is the ability to use our God-given minds, hearts and will to
discover His purpose for our lives, and be free to fulfill it. We should want and desire to ex-
ercise critical thinking and not be satisfied with a remedial understanding of our faith. 
How do we confront the moral relativism of our day? We should avoid any kind of sancti-
monious preaching or judgmental comments, and hold fast to the Gospel mandate: to reach
out with God’s love to all people. When we, who have been baptized into the life of Jesus,
live our lives according to the moral absolute of following Jesus through His Church in all
that we do, then our very faith-motivated lives will be what attracts others to pay attention to
what we have to say and how to live.

In his Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis seeks
to inspire us to live our faith joyfully and proudly. He writes: 

“One of the more serious temptations which stifles boldness and zeal is a defeatism 
which turns us into querulous and disillusioned pessimists, ‘sourpusses’. Nobody can go
off to battle unless he is fully convinced of victory beforehand. If we start without 
confidence, we have already lost half the battle and we bury our talents. While painfully
aware of our own frailties, we have to march on without giving in, keeping in mind 
what the Lord said to Saint Paul: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor 12:9).
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However, this does not mean that we should
offer watered-down versions of our faith so as
not to offend anyone. No, we must stand strong
and courageous in speaking the Truth in love.

On his recent trip to Korea where he beatified
124 martyrs, in his homily Pope Francis recog-
nized the challenges of living one’s faith in
modern society. He said, 

“We today can find our faith challenged by 
the world, and in countless ways we are asked
to compromise our faith, to water down the 
radical demands of the Gospel and to conform
to the spirit of this age. Yet the martyrs call 
out to us to put Christ first and to see all else 
in this world in relation to him and his eternal 
Kingdom. They challenge us to think about 
what, if anything, we ourselves would be 
willing to die for.”

Remember the rich young man who asked Jesus
what he needed to do to earn eternal life? Jesus
told him to keep the commandments. The young
man responded that he had kept the command-
ments and wanted to know what else he should
do. Jesus’ response challenged him:  “If you
wish to be complete, go and sell your posses-
sions and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But
when the young man heard this statement, he
went away sad; for he was one who owned
much property. [Matt. 19:16-22]

Jesus didn’t condemn the man or dismiss him;
instead he invites him into a deeper understand-
ing of the Gospel while being very clear about
what is being asked of him. Clearly there are
standards to live up to and moral principles to
follow. As challenging as that might be, Jesus
always assures us that His grace will be suffi-
cient; and, as He reminds the apostles and us,
with God all things are possible. 

Dear sisters and brothers in faith, we have to be
willing to share the Good News and live our
lives according to that Good News. As we con-
template the major events taking place in the
world around us, we can not just wring our
hands or just worry while doing nothing. We
need to hold fast to our faith, and trust that God
will give us the grace to change the world for
good. That is what Catholics have done in every
generation in the last 2,000 years, and that is
our challenge today: to build God’s Kingdom
among us.  

As Pope Francis teaches: “An authentic faith —
which is never comfortable or completely per-
sonal — always involves a deep desire to
change the world, to transmit values, to leave
this earth somehow better that we found it. We
love this magnificent planet on which God has
put us, and we love the human family which
dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles.
(183, E.G.).”

A rose will always be a rose, no matter what
anyone else calls it — even if everyone calls it a
weed. Let us continue to be inspired by the
beauty and wonder of the world in which we
live, and let us always be motivated to live by
the principles and standards of the Gospel of
Jesus — to love God with our whole hearts,
soul, mind and strength, and to love our neigh-
bor as we love ourselves. That is what will con-
tinue to change and transform the world.. 

God bless you. 

En su encíclica Evangelii Gaudium, la alegría del
Evangelio, el Papa Francisco busca inspirarnos a vivir
nuestra fe con alegría y en voz alta. Él escribe:
“Una de las tentaciones más graves que ahoga la audacia 
y el celo es un derrotismo que nos convierte en pesimistas
quejumbrosos y desilusionados amargados. Nadie puede ir
a la batalla a menos que esté plenamente convencido de la
victoria de antemano. Si empezamos sin confianza, ya
hemos perdido la mitad de la batalla y enterramos nuestros
talentos. Mientras dolorosamente conscientes de nuestras
propias debilidades, tenemos que marchar sin ceder,
teniendo en cuenta lo que dijo el Señor a san Pablo: Mi
gracia te basta, porque mi fuerza se muestra perfecta en la
debilidad” (2 Cor 12 : 9).

Sin embargo, esto no quiere decir que debemos ofrecer
versiones aguadas de nuestra fe, para no ofender a nadie.
No, debemos mantenernos fuertes y valientes para hablar la
verdad en amor.

En su reciente viaje a Corea donde beatifico 124 mártires,
en su homilía el Papa Francisco reconoció los desafíos de
vivir la propia fe en la sociedad moderna. Él dijo,
“Nosotros hoy podemos encontrar nuestra fe desafiada 
por el mundo, y en un sinnúmero de formas se nos pide 
comprometer nuestra fe, diluir las exigencias radicales 
del Evangelio y amoldarnos al espíritu de esta era. Sin 
embargo, los mártires nos llaman a nosotros a poner a 
Cristo primero y ver todas las cosas en este mundo en 
relación con él y con su Reino eterno. Ellos nos desafían 
a pensar, en que, si es que hay algo, por lo que nosotros 

mismos estaríamos dispuesto a morir. “

¿Se acuerdan del Joven rico quien le pregunta a Jesús que
necesitaba para ganar la vida eterna? Jesús le dijo que
cumpliera los mandamientos. El joven respondió que el
había cumplido con los mandamientos y quería saber que
más debía hacer. La respuesta de Jesús lo reta, “si deseas
ser completo, ve vende tus posesiones daselas a los pobres
y tendrás un tesoro en el cielo y ven y sigueme”. Pero
cuando el joven escucho esta declaracion, se retiró triste
por que poseía muchos bienes. Mat. 19;16-22.  

Jesús no condenó el hombre o lo despidió; en vez lo invita
a una comprensión más profunda del Evangelio sin dejar
de ser muy claro acerca de lo que se pide de él. Es evidente
que hay normas para vivir y principios morales a seguir.
Tan difícil como eso puede ser, Jesús siempre nos asegura
que su gracia será suficiente; y, les recuerda a los apóstoles
y a nosotros, con Dios todo es posible.

Queridas hermanas y hermanos en la fe, tenemos que estar
dispuestos a compartir la Buena Nueva y vivir nuestras
vidas de acuerdo a esa Buena Nueva. Al contemplar los
principales eventos que tienen lugar en el mundo que nos
rodea, no podemos simplemente retorcer nuestras manos o
simplemente preocuparnos sin hacer nada. Tenemos que
aferrarnos a nuestra fe, y confiar en que Dios nos dará la
gracia para cambiar el mundo para siempre. Eso es lo que
los católicos han hecho en cada generación, en los últimos
2.000 años, y ese es nuestro desafío de hoy: construir el
Reino de Dios entre nosotros.

Cómo nos dice el Santo Padre: “Una fe auténtica — la cual
nunca es cómoda o completamente personal- siempre
envuelve el deseo profundo de cambiar el mundo,
transmitir valores, de dejar está tierra de alguna forma
mejor de lo que la encontramos. Amamos este magnifico
planeta en el cual Dios nos ha puesto y amamos a la
familia humana que habita aca, con todas sus luchas y
tragedias. (183,EG)” 

Una rosa siempre será una rosa, no importa como los
demás la llamen — incluso si todo el mundo lo llama una
mala hierba. Sigamos siendo inspirados por la belleza y la
maravilla del mundo en el que vivimos, y estemos siempre
motivados a vivir según los principios y normas del
Evangelio de Jesús — amar a Dios con todo nuestro
corazón, alma, mente y fuerza, y amar a nuestro prójimo
como a nosotros mismos. Eso es lo que va a seguir
cambiando y transformando al mundo.

Dios los Bendiga

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 3

Stop in to shop our great gift selection.
Books • DVDs • Statues • Icons • CDs • Rosaries

Cooperatores Veritatis
340 East Michigan Avenue in downtown Kalamazoo

Mon-Fri: 9 am – 6 pm  •  Sat: 10 am – 4 pm  •  Phone: 269-553-0482
www.newmansbookshoppe.com

Free parking in front of the store on both side of Michigan Ave.

Confessions heard every Friday: noon – 1 p.m.

St. Ann Parish in Cassopolis
St. Ann Parish first became a mission of Holy Maternity Parish in July

1915. This year, they celebrate their 100th anniversary. In 1955, the mis-

sion broke ground on their current brick church, which doubled their

seating capacity and also provided a social hall. In November 1958, St.

Ann’s was canonically established as a parish. A farm house was pur-

chased as the rectory and Rev. William Meyers became the first resident

pastor. In 1973, a new wing was added to provide a kitchen, CCD class-

rooms, office space and meeting rooms. In 1992, property was acquired

to increase parking space. 

Rev. Donald Potts was appointed pastor in 1987, where he has led

the parish since. Today, more than 102 year-round families attend St.

Ann’s, with several additional families attending through the summer. 

A 100th anniversary celebration will be held July 26th, beginning with

10 a.m. Mass and a dinner to follow. All are welcome. The celebration

will also commemorate Fr. Potts’ 55th anniversary of Ordination to the

Priesthood. To send well wishes, memories or to RSVP, contact the

parish office at 269-445-3000 or stanncass@frontier.com.

St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo
St. Joseph Parish was formed in 1904 as a mission of St. Augustine

Church and became an independent parish in 1910. Due to the growing

community, a new building was dedicated on August 15, 1915 to in-

crease the parish capacity. In commemoration of 100 years in the new

church, St. Joseph will hold special Masses. Bishop Bradley will cele-

brate Mass on Saturday, August 15 at 5:30 p.m. Memorabilia will be on

display at the church. Masses will be said at 8:45 a.m., 11:15 a.m., and

1:15 p.m. on Sunday, August 16. A parish pig roast/picnic potluck will be

held from 3 to 6 p.m. in the church parking lot. Church tours will begin

at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. There will be music, Spanish dancers and games

for the kids. Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish to pass. 

For more information, contact the parish office at 269-343-6256.

St. Rose of Lima Parish, Hastings
St. Rose of Lima Parish will celebrate the Centennial Jubilee of its

stone church building in September. This celebration will take place over

two weekends, beginning on Thursday, September 10th with Mass at 4

p.m. with Bishop Paul Bradley, Bishop Emeritus James Murray, St. Rose

Pastor, Rev. Fr. Stephan Phillip and other clergy.

Following the Mass, there will be a 100 Year Anniversary potluck

dinner in the church basement. The 100 Year celebration of the St. Rose

church will continue into the weekend with special receptions after each

of the weekend Masses on September 12th and 13th at 4:30 pm on Satur-

day,  8 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sunday.

The celebration will continue the following weekend with the dis-

play of sacred relics on Friday, September 18th, Saturday, September

19th and Sunday, September 20th.

Par ishes  ce l ebrate  

100th  ann iversar i es



“Life is a journey. When we stop, things don’t go right.”

— Pope Francis

People in their sixties are thinking of stopping their ca-

reers, of retiring, and slowing down the pace of their lives.

But as Pope Francis says in the above quote, this is not an option in the

spiritual realm: “…when we stop, things don’t go right.” 

I interviewed people in their sixties about the spiritual journey in

their decade of life. This is admittedly a small sample, but a beautiful

one.

Pat, a medical social worker, does hospice care. “I see what patients are

dealing with in their home. Sometimes they are depressed and, to get

them talking, I ask them to reminisce. I’ll ask them when they started to

feel unwell and how they handled it. I try to help them find positive cop-

ing skills. Reminiscing helps me learn about their spiritual state, even

when they’re not church-goers. One Catholic woman was afraid of

dying, so we asked a priest to visit. He told her, ‘God is so merciful. He

knows your regrets.’ After that, she had peace.”

Tom is retired. “God shuffled the deck in my life when my wife, my

brother, my parents, and my in-laws all passed away within 10 years.

Now I look for the simple moments in each day to live my faith. One

way I do that is when I give away my shopping cart. Whenever I go in

the grocery store and shake and pry a cart loose from the others, I look

around to see who is behind me waiting their turn to wrestle with the

things, and I give them mine. They are usually surprised and relieved, es-

pecially older folks or moms with babies. It’s an easy way to make peo-

ple smile.”

Mary describes her faith this way: “First off, I’m not even a real

Catholic. I was raised Episcopalian but I did RCIA when our daughter

was in Catholic school. I couldn’t join the Church because I’m divorced

and remarried, but we wanted to raise our daughter Catholic, so I took

the classes to find out how to do that. Last Christmas, I had some money

left, so I called the Ark and asked what they needed. The woman said,

‘We always need toothbrushes,’ but I could do better than that. I went to

Macy’s and got everything on sale. It was fun. I dropped off two car-

loads. My husband says I should do it every month.” 

Maybe, in the sixtieth year, our spiritual journey is only beginning.

The Other Six Days
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Pope Francis JULY/AUGUST Intentions
JULY
Universal: That political responsibility may be lived at all levels as a 
high form of charity. Evangelization: That, amid social inequalities, 
Latin American Christians may bear witness to love for the poor and 
contribute to a more fraternal society.

AUGUST
Universal: That volunteers may give themselves generously 
to the service of the needy. Evangelization: That setting aside 
our very selves we may learn to be neighbours to those who 
find themselves on the margins of human life and society.

Reservations are still open for

the diocesan-sponsored pilgrim-

age, leaving Sept. 21st by bus, for

the World Meeting of Families

(WMF) which includes participa-

tion from Pope Francis during his

trip to the United States. 

The pilgrimage will include

participation in the papal Mass and

World Meeting of Family events.

In addition pilgrims will visit sev-

eral religious and historical sites

throughout Philadelphia. Prior to

the arrival of Pope Francis, the

WMF will take place at the Penn-

sylvania Convention Center. Possi-

ble sites the group will visit

include the St. John Neumann Na-

tional Shrine, St. Katherine Drexel

Shrine, Independence Hall, the

Liberty Bell and more. An exact

agenda is dependent on time re-

strictions. 

Pope Francis is expected to at-

tend the WMF closing events, in-

cluding the Festival of Families on

Saturday and a papal Mass on Sun-

day, which will be open to the pub-

lic on the Benjamin Franklin

Parkway. 

The theme for the interna-

tional meeting, chosen by Pope

Francis, is “Love Is our Mission:

the Family Fully Alive.” Presenta-

tions will be focused around the

theme and discuss the various

challenges and opportunities

today’s world places on families.

Keynote speakers at WMF events

include Fr. Robert Barron, Profes-

sor Helen Alvare, and Dr. Scott

Hahn, among many others. Each

pilgrim will be able to choose

which breakout sessions they

would like to attend. For more in-

formation on keynote and breakout

session speakers or the World

Meeting itself, visit worldmeet-

ing2015.org. 

The registration deadline is

July 31. Cost per person (double

occupancy) is $1,225 and in-

cludes transportation, six nights

in a hotel, daily breakfast, two

dinners and admission to the his-

torical locations and shrines. For

more information or to register,

call Canterbury Pilgrimages &

Tours, Inc. at 800-653-0017.

Reservations available for diocesan pilgrimage to 

World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia

SAVE THE DATE:
Diocese will host annual New Evangelization

Conference on October 24

Saturday, October 24th, the Secretariat for Catholic Education and
New Evangelization will host its annual New Evangelization Conference.
This year’s theme is “Missionaries in the New Evangelization.” 

The day-long event runs 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Kalamazoo County Expo Center. 

This year’s keynote speaker will be Keith Strohm, an
evangelist, presenter, retreat director and speaker with a
passion for the New Evangelization. He also works as 
Director of Evangelization for Queen of the Rosary Parish
in Chicago and teaches at the Catherine of Siena Institute.
New at the 2015 conference will be a school track for
teachers and principals, with Sister Elizabeth Ann Allen

O.P., Director of the Center
for Catholic Education and
Assistant Professor of Edu-
cation at Aquinas College in
Nashville. For more infor-
mation or to register, svisit
diokzoo.org/new-evange-
lization. 

Philadelphia is the only East Coast

destination for the exhibit in a two-

city North American tour. The sec-

ond city has not yet been

announced.

“We are going to make

Philadelphia shine its brightest in

September,” said Donna Crilley

Farrell, executive director of the

World Meeting of Families. “Vati-

can Splendors” will be “a show-

stopper for visitors and Catholics in

our region,” she said. ‘This is a

beautiful opportunity that will con-

nect them.” The nearly 10,000-

square-foot exhibit, organized into

11 different galleries, will consist

of significant objects collected by

Vatican Museums over the span of

2,000 years.

The exhibit includes objects

from the ancient St. Peter’s Basil-

ica and tools used in the construc-

tion of the 16th-century basilica

and the Sistine Chapel; artwork by

Michelangelo; historical maps,

signed documents and a bas-relief

sculpture; works by Baroque mas-

ters such as Bernini and Guercino;

intricately embroidered silk liturgi-

cal vestments; uniforms of the

papal Swiss Guard; artwork that

dates to the first century; and bone

fragments of SS. Peter and Paul as

well as relics discovered at their

tombs.

Organizers of “Vatican Splen-

dors” hope to illustrate the evolu-

tion of the Catholic Church by

highlighting important develop-

ments, people and events in history.

“The World Meeting of Fami-

lies will bring Catholics closer to

their faith in two ways — the cele-

bration of family and also the laser

focus on the role of the family,”

said Farrell. “We are so blessed for

the beloved Pope Francis to come

to our area. The 1979 visit of St.

John Paul II, 36 years ago, is still

talked about. This will influence

the Philadelphia area because it’s

something that will be talked about

for decades. It may encourage

those who have been away from

the church to come back, and this

is something that will transform

us.” “Vatican Splendors” is a gift to

Philadelphia, Farrell said, because

visitors will “have the ability to see

firsthand what you would normally

have to travel to another continent

to see.”

Between the events of Pope

Francis’ visit, the World Meeting of

Families and cultural highlights

such as the Franklin Institute's ex-

hibit, the eyes of the world will be

on Philadelphia for a once-in-a-

lifetime experience.
Bowen writes for CatholicPhilly.com,

the news website of the Archdiocese of

Philadelphia.

Continued Cover Story – Vatican exhibit 

By Jane Knuth

By Vicki Cessna
Sr. Mary Pung has helped college students find jobs, comforted patients and families as a chaplain, worked
in pastoral ministry bringing people closer to God and since 2000 has worked tirelessly at the Catholic Com-
munity Center in Benton Harbor. After more than 50 years in ministry she’s retiring this summer from what

she jokingly calls “compensated ministry” and is ready to begin a new chapter.
Though beginning her official retirement on August 31st, Sr. Mary, who will turn
78 this September, shows no signs of slowing down. She already has plans to
continue working with the JustFaith program at Sts. John/Bernard Parish, Benton
Harbor, and to continue her work with her latest ministry called, “One Church,
One Offender.” 

“The program matches a low-level offender with a church community of their
choice,” explains Sr. Mary whose role is to train a church committee of five to
seven people.  “The committee will meet with the person weekly to be a support
and keep them on track.” 

While the program is developing a bit slower than she would like, Sr. Mary
has hope that it can continue to help transform lives. When asked what she found

most rewarding in her ministry at the Catholic Community Center, a diocesan-supported program which pro-
vides community outreach services to the Benton Harbor and neighboring communities, Sr. Mary is quick to
mention gratitude for learning more about the African-American culture and the ability to help people.  

“I’ve taught a budgeting class, which is a requirement for anyone who wishes to continue receiving any
of the services at the Center, and people tell me it’s made a real difference in their lives.”

Sr. Mary will be honored by Bishop Bradley with a reception on August 17th 
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 215 N. Westnedge Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich., beginning at 2 p.m.  

The public is welcome to attend.

Sr.  Mary Pung to be honored for her tireless years of service
Open House to be held August 17, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Kalamazoo

Keith Strohm
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By Sarah DeMott

Human trafficking — it seems

like something that we shouldn’t

have to worry about in the 21st

century. And yet millions of men,

women and children are forced

into sex or labor trafficking world-

wide. 

Following are some frighten-

ing statistics from the United Na-

tion’s International Labour

Organization’s 2012 Estimate on

Forced Labor:

•  Approximately 20.9 million indi-

viduals are victims of trafficking

and human slavery worldwide.

• 11.8 million victims are subjected

to forms of modern slavery in their

home country.  

•  55 percent of forced-labor vic-

tims are women and girls, as are

98 percent of sex trafficking vic-

tims.

•  26 percent of victims are age 17

years or below, which equals 5.5

million children worldwide.

According to the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops,

human trafficking is becoming one

of the fastest-growing income

sources for criminal groups world-

wide. In fact, it is now the second

fastest-growing criminal industry,

second to the illegal drug industry.

Often victims are lured by false

promises of jobs, education or in-

come. Then, traffickers hold vic-

tims’ identification documents,

threaten the victim or their family,

and use physical, psychological or

sexual violence to keep their vic-

tims silent. 

“Human trafficking denies the

sanctity and dignity of human

life,” says Lisa Irwin, Associate

Director of the Sanctity of the

Human Person for the Diocese of

Kalamazoo. “No person is ever

just a commodity to be used or

sold. The more I learn about the re-

ality of human trafficking, not just

in other states or countries, but

right here in the communities of

Southwest Michigan, the more my

heart breaks.”

Over the last 10 years, more is

being done to fight back against

human trafficking. As of 2014,

there are 70 child exploitation task

forces, involving 300 agencies.

Three of the juvenile-focused task

forces in Michigan include South-

east Michigan Crimes Against

Children, Internet Crimes Against

Children and West Michigan

Based Child Exploitation. The first

child sex trafficking case prose-

cuted federally in Western Michi-

gan was just last year. Many cases

involve law enforcement participa-

tion at the local, state and federal

level. 

Technology now plays a sig-

nificant role in human trafficking.

Sites such as Craigslist and Back-

door are easy ways for traffickers

to advertise. It is also an easy way

to recruit. Victims are lured by

promises of easy money and a bet-

ter lifestyle, but quickly become

tangled up in a situation they are

ill-prepared to handle. With juve-

nile sex trafficking, victims are

often approached by traffickers via

fake profiles, leading them to be-

lieve they are meeting a girl or boy

around their age. They are con-

vinced to either send private pho-

tos of themselves or to meet up,

and are then blackmailed into par-

ticipation for fear of their family,

friends or community finding out. 

Locating victims and extract-

ing them quickly is paramount.

When a child is prostituted, their

life expectancy is only seven years

if not recovered. Most sex traffick-

ing victims are young, runaway

girls between 13 and 17 years old. 

However, fighting to recover

victims is not enough. It is also im-

portant to eradicate the behaviors

and values that are leading people

to believe paying for humans,

whether for cheap labor or as pros-

titutes, is acceptable. According to

Andy Soper, founder of the Man-

asseh Project, a Grand Rapids-

based organization fighting against

the sexual exploitation of children,

the culture we live in is often to

blame, saying that too many teens

don’t know their value as human

beings. 

“Becoming a prostitute, pimp

or john is a learned behavior. It is

the end of a continuum,” says

Soper. “Every child should have

five people who are crazy about

them. We need to end the supply

and demand relationally, by help-

ing kids learn their value.”

The Catholic Church’s Response
For more than a decade, the USCCB has been a leader in the

worldwide response to human trafficking. The USCCB Anti-Trafficking
Program works to educate how human trafficking goes against the fun-
damental dignity of the human person, advocates an end to human traf-
ficking and provides training on the issue. They even developed an
anti-trafficking program within the Migration and Refugee Services De-
partment. The Coalition of Catholic Organizations Against Human Traf-
ficking involves more than 20 Catholic organizations, each with its own
network of concerned citizens working to eradicate trafficking. These or-
ganizations, including Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Relief Services
and four branches of USCCB, provide safe havens for trafficked chil-
dren and young adults, conduct prevention projects overseas, provide
training on the issue of trafficking and meet with government officials. 

How to get involved to help end human trafficking
Become a mentor: One of the easiest ways to help fight against
human trafficking at the local level is to become a mentor. Since one of
the most at-risk groups are children and teens who either runaway or
do not have parents who are active in their lives, as a mentor you have
the opportunity to show them their life has value. 

Donate to the Catholic Fund against Human Trafficking: 
Get involved with the USCCB’s SHEDHERD program by hosting a
workshop for your parish or organization to discuss the issue further
and learn how to help identify potential or current victims, and how to
help survivors. 
Raise awareness: Invite professionals who work to eradicate trafficking
or trafficking survivors to come speak to your organization. 
Be an informed consumer: You can also help eliminate the demand
for forced labor by being an ethical consumer or by writing your legisla-
tor to let them know allowing imports from the world’s highest forced
labor locations is not acceptable.  

If you suspect someone is a victim of human 
trafficking, call the national trafficking 

helpline at 1-888-373-7888. 

Human Trafficking — It’s not just a third-world issue

Summer with a Mission
Local youth groups are making their summers count

By Sarah DeMott

For the typical teenager, summer is often filled with lazy days, fun

and vacations. But for many local teens, their summers will also include

time for faith and service. St. Margaret’s Parish in Otsego is hosting a

week-long Home Town Mission. This is the group’s  fifth summer partic-

ipating in the Home Town Mission. Campers spend several hours a day

performing service work around their parish and community.  The nights

are full of skits, talks, music, adoration, confessions and social time.

Parishioners and other volunteers help chaperone and provide food for

the campers.  

“Faith is really part of the entire program, [highlighting]evangeliza-

tion and touching on key points of the world,” says youth group leader

Joy Livingston. “This camp is a lot of work but it is one of my favorite

events to work and complete. We receive so much more than we ever

give to others.”

This year, Holy Maternity of Mary’s youth group will be attending

Catholic Heart Work Camp (CHWC) in Davi-

son, Mich., in July. On their schedules are three

summer Bible school programs, neighborhood

clean-up, a soup kitchen, food bank and more.

The theme of this year’s CHWC is “Amplify” –

teaching teens how to amplify their Catholic

faith through living a life of service, being a

voice for the poor and those in need, and doing

it all in Jesus’ name. The 21 teens from Holy

Maternity Parish will join more than 300 other

Catholic teens from around the area. 

“This is such a touching experience that

our youth never forget and want to continue

each year,” says youth leader Sue Ann Stewart.

“We have some youth that have gone four

straight years and then go back with the youth

as adults. This also gives our youth a chance to

recharge their faith, bond with youth from other

parishes, put their faith in action.”

KDCCW sheds some light on human 

trafficking in SW Michigan
Wednesday, June 17th, the Kalamazoo Diocesan Council of

Catholic Women invited experts and victims of human trafficking to

discuss how to combat it in southwest Michigan at St. Ann Parish in

Augusta. 

Rebecca Mastee, Policy Advocate for the Michigan Catholic Con-

ference, served as Master of Ceremonies and discussed what the

Catholic Church is doing to eradicate human trafficking at the local,

national and international levels. 

Several speakers presented what the current landscape is locally.

Carmen Kucinich, a Victim Specialist with the FBI, discussed local

cases and task forces. Andy Soper, founder of the Manasseh Project,

which advocates for traumatized youth, delved deeper into what envi-

ronment and culture leads individuals to become involved in human

trafficking and how we can work to support those most at risk. The

theme of all presentations reinforce that all human life has value. 

Carmen Kucinich, a Victim Specialist with the FBI, discusses the state of human
trafficking in southwest Michigan at the KDCCW event. Kucinich has worked with
federal trafficking cases in the southwest Michigan region for 10 years.

The youth group from Holy Maternity of Mary Parish in Dowagiac
joins over 13,000 youth nationwide at Catholic Heart Work Camp,
spending a week in prayer, reflection and service.
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By Sarah DeMott
Vacations can be fun and educational, while still incorpo-
rating your faith life. Following are some great spots in
Michigan and Indiana. 

MICHIGAN
NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE CROSS 

IN THE WOODS
7078 M-68, Indiana River, MI 49749

Call: 231-238-8973 or Website: www.crossinthewoods.com

This one is a “must-see” for Michiganders, especially now
that St. Kateri Tekakwitha was canonized (October 21,
2012). In addition to St. Kateri, The Cross in the Woods in-
cludes shrines of various saints, including St. Francis of As-
sisi and St. Peregrine. The new church can seat up to 1,000
people and features a view of the Man on the Cross. You can
also climb the Holy Stairs
(representing the 28 stairs
Jesus had to climb to Pontius
Pilate) on your knees while
praying and meditating. 
FUN FACT: The “cross” in
Cross in the Woods is called
The Man on the Cross and is a
bronze sculpture of the cruci-
fied Christ. It weighs seven
tons, is 28 feet tall from head
to toe and has an arm-span of
21 feet. 

SOLANUS CASEY CENTER
1780 Mount Elliott St., Detroit, MI 48207

Call: 313-579-2100 or Website: www.solanuscenter.org

This Center is based around the Capuchin lifestyle, dedi-
cated to Fr. Solanus Casey, a Capuchin priest. It has art, his-
tory and culture. Life-size beatitudes, a creation garden and
a hall of etched glass saints are among the many things you
can explore and be inspired by. You can take a tour led by
the Center’s director, Fr. Larry Webber, on the first Sunday
of the month at 10:30 a.m., or purchase a keepsake booklet
any day of the week which will guide you through the Cen-
ter. And since it is less than a 10- minute drive away from
Comerica Park, why not make a day trip to Detroit?
FUN FACT: Many reported healings have been attributed to
intercessions of Fr. Solanus Casey and are being gathered by
Vice-Postulators, who investigate reported miracles and help
promote causes for beatification and canonization. Fr.
Solanus Casey died in 1957, on the 53rd anniversary of his
first Mass. It is said he stretched out his arms and said “I
give my soul to Jesus Christ,” immediately before taking his
last breath. He was declared “Venerable” by Saint John Paul
II in 1995. 

SHRINE OF BISHOP BARAGA
17570 US Hwy 41, L’Anse, MI 49801

Call: 906-524-7021
If you happen to be on US-41 between L’Anse and Baraga,
you may see a giant (35-feet tall) copper figure rising above

the bluffs of Keweenaw Bay. That’s a statue of Frederic
Baraga, the first Bishop of the Upper Peninsula and the
Apostle of the Great Lakes. The Bishop Baraga Shrine was
designed and constructed in the 1960s. The shrine is a great
place to stop and visit to take in the beauties of the lakeshore
and have a picnic. The shrine and the Stations of the Cross
prayer path are always open. 
FUN FACT: Bishop Baraga was nicknamed “the snowshoe
priest” because he often had to travel great distances by foot
in the winter months to serve the native populations and the
small copper miner churches. He was known to travel more
than 700 miles in the winter. 

INDIANA
SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE OF 
SAINT-MARY-OF-THE-WOODS

1 Sisters of Providence Rd., 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876

Call: 812-535-3131 or Website: www.spsmw.org

In 1840 Saint Mother Theodore Guerin established the Sis-
ters of Providence on the same grounds they currently reside
today. The Sisters oversee 1,200 wooded acres of land per-
fect for a relaxing, peaceful getaway. Things to see include
visiting the National Shrine of Our Lady of Providence,
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, the beautiful Saint Anne
Shell Chapel, Log Cabin Chapel, and the Stations of the
Cross. The Providence Center’s Sunday Brunch has been
rated the best for six straight years by the readers of the
Terre Haute Tribune-Star newspaper. 
FUN FACT: The White Violet Center for Eco-Justice, lo-
cated on the Sisters’ grounds, was founded in 1996 to offer
leadership and education in the preservation, restoration and
reverent use of all natural resources. It provides awareness
through organic agriculture, eco-justice education and 
social advocacy. At the White Violet Center, you can interact
with a herd of alpacas, 343 acres of state-certified organic
farmland, bees, berries, a water garden, a bluebird trail and 
a forest.

THE SHRINE OF CHRIST’S PASSION
10630 Wicker Ave (US 41), St. John, IN 46373

Call: 216-365-6010 or 
Website: www.shrineofchristspassion.org

The shrine is an interactive, half-mile long prayer trail de-
picting the last days of Jesus Christ’s life, from the Last Sup-
per to His resurrection. Forty life-size bronze sculptures are
placed throughout the trail in tableaus of the story of Christ’s
crucifixion and resurrection. Narration by Chicago broad-
caster Bill Kurtis is available by pressing a button near each
tableau. The shrine also features a 6,000-sq- ft gift shop and
visitor center open year round. It is handicap accessible and
they offer club cars for those who are unable to walk the
paved prayer trail. The pathway is lit for early evening use
and is open year-round, weather permitting. 
FUN FACT: More than 1,000 trees and bushes were planted
on the site and more than 3,000 yards of stamped concrete
were poured, with 80 semis of boulders brought in from

Wisconsin. Each of the 40 bronze sculptures weighs 300-
700 lbs. 

MONASTERY IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
802 E. 10th St., Ferdinand, IN 47532

Call: 812-367-1411 or Website: www.thedome.org

The Monastery Immaculate Conception has been home to
the Sisters of St. Benedict since 1887. The convent’s church
sits atop a hill, its dome rising 87 feet and visible from all
around, earning the nickname “Castle on the Hill.” There are
numerous shrines, statues, a Lourdes Grotto, an outdoor Sta-
tions of the Cross and a labyrinth for prayer and meditation.
Guided tours are offered daily Tuesday through Sunday. You
can even stay overnight at the Kordes Center for less than
most hotels. 
FUN FACT: The monastery’s bakery, For Heaven’s Sake,
receives orders from all over the world, especially during the
Christmas season. The bakery is famous for its signature
hand-made “springerles”( anise-flavored cookies). Baked
goods and more may be ordered online at
forheavensake.org. 

MARY’S CHILDREN - MOTHER OF THE RE-
DEEMER RETREAT CENTER

8220 W. State Road 48, Bloomington, IN 47404
Call: 812-825-4642 or Website: www.maryschildren.com

Only a few miles outside of Bloomington, the retreat center
is a place of peace and prayer. It covers nearly 100 acres and
includes a book store, convent, retreat center, rosary path
and a shrine with a life-sized statue of Our Lady of Fatima. 
FUN FACT: Retreats dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
take place the first weekend of every month. Franciscan 
Sisters and Friars of the Immaculate take up residence on 
the “farm.”  

Faith-filled fun trips to take this summer

During the parish visits seminarians shared their personal vocation stories and answered questions

about discernment, formation and the ordination process. Highlights of this year’s tour included the

recitation of a walking rosary (with each decade prayed in a different language), working with

parishioners on service projects, and getting to know the faithful people of the diocese.

Seminarians go on the road to

pray with parishioners

This year the annual seminarian summer tour began on Saturday, June

6 at St. Cyril of Jerusalem (Nashville) and concluded on Sunday, June

14 at Blessed Sacrament (Allegan). Along the way, the seminarians

took part in Holy Hours and Masses throughout the entire Northern and

Eastern Deaneries, which also included St. Joseph (Battle Creek), Sa-

cred Heart (Watson), St. Stanislaus (Dorr), Sts. Cyril and Methodius

(Gun Lake), St. Therese (Wayland), St. Ambrose (Delton), Our Lady of

Great Oak (Lacey), St. Rose of Lima (Hastings), St. Jerome (Battle

Creek), St. Mary (Marshall), St. John (Albion), St. Margaret (Otsego),

St. Mary Visitation (Byron Center), and St. Philip (Battle Creek). 



Sunday, August 23, 2015 • 3 pm
St. Mary of the Lake Church, 718 W. Buffalo Street, New Buffalo, MI 49117

“Discovering the Power of God’s Word”
St. Mary of the Lake Church, New Buffalo

Presenter: Dr. Mary Healy – Associate Professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in
Detroit, MI and Senior Fellow at the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology. She is general editor, with
Dr. Peter Williamson, of the Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture, and author of two of its
volumes, “The Gospel of Mark” and “The Letter to the Hebrews.” In 2014 Pope Francis appointed
her to serve a five-year term on the Pontifical Biblical Commission.

Light reception to follow • Please contact parish office for more informtion. Call: 269-469-2637Dr. Mary Healy
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JustFaith social justice program 

inspires people to change 

Founder returns to Kalamazoo area in August 

By Vicki Cessna

Last September Geoff LaHaie attended “Hearts Wide Open,” a

three-day evening event featuring JustFaith founder Jack Jezreel and he

felt, what he terms, a “call to action.” He was inspired to participate in

the JustFaith 27-week program which explores the Church’s social jus-

tice teachings. 

“Being a good Christian is more than giving away the stuff that we

don’t want anymore,” commented LaHaie, a St. Thomas More Student

Parish parishioner. “It is about connecting with the less fortunate and

being with them, helping them, treating them as people. It’s about recog-

nizing the needs of the people on fringes of society and the situations that

cause hardship for them.”

LaHaie is one of 40,000 people across the country that have partici-

pated in a JustFaith Ministries program begun by its founder Jack

Jezreel, a popular national speaker and former pastoral minister. 

The program involves weekly sessions where participants discuss

different assigned books and readings exploring Catholic Social Teach-

ing and also participate in retreats and hands-on service projects. 

“Through this program I learned about poverty and the difficulties in

trying to escape it,” explains LaHaie. “[The JustFaith process] showed

our group some of the organizations in Kalamazoo that help the people

on fringe. We met with the organizers, volunteers and the people they

service. Since JustFaith is also about action, it showed me how I can

help.”

“I thought that picking up my garbage was social justice but it is so

much more,” said  Bobbi Otto, a JustFaith graduate and St. Basil, South

Haven, parishioner. 

Otto was daunted by the 27-week commitment and wondered

whether she’d gain anything but was driven to attend by a desire to

deepen her faith. 

“I learned quickly that I certainly did not need to worry about what I

would receive.  I was overwhelmed to learn about and to gain an under-

standing of the systems in our world that sustain injustice where the vul-

nerable, the poor, and the marginalized are concerned. My eyes and my

heart were opened to not what I could get, but what I might do to stop the

cycle of social injustice. 

When describing the change it has had on her life, Otto describes

how her experience in the program permeates through all her encounters. 

“I now try to see Jesus in everybody and everything. I was sitting in

a meeting a few weeks ago and Fr. Bob started scribbling on a piece of

paper.  He pushed it in front of me. He had written ‘JF got to you!’  Yes,

it did and I’m anxious to see how I will use the fruits of the program as

my life moves forward.”

Having packed Holy Family Chapel at Nazareth last September,

Jezreel is on his way back to Kalamazoo on August 25th for two separate

sessions. 

Jay Landry, pastoral associate with St. Basil, and a member of the

planning committee has high praise for Jezreel. 

“To be honest, Jack Jezreel is one of the best, inspiring, and humor-

ous speakers that I have ever heard,” he said.

Jezreel will present “Making Missionary Disciples” from 1-4 p.m.

This session is specifically geared toward clergy, church staff and lay

leaders. Then later that same day he will present, “Transforming Our

Hearts & The World” from 6-9 p.m. for everyone. The event will be held

at Transformations Spirituality Center on Gull Road in Kalamazoo. 

The cost to attend one or both events is $20 prior to August 18 or $25

at the door. Scholarships are available. Contact: Jay Freel Landry,

St. Basil Catholic Church 574-339-3859; Norm Young, St. Catherine

of Siena Church 269-324-6199; Brenda Hahn, St. Joseph Church

908-358-7507; Philip Dezern, St. Thomas More Student Parish 

269-381-8917 or Nancy Servoss, Board Member 269-598-0936.

Please join St. Mary of the Lake Parish, New Buffalo and welcome Dr. Mary Healy 
as she presents “Discovering the Power of God’s Word.”

,.

Annual diocesan Blue Mass set for 
September 13

On Sunday, Sept. 13th, the Diocese of Kalamazoo will hold 
its 13th annual Blue Mass, recognizing the work and sacrifices

of police, fire, EMT, and military personnel throughout 
Southwest Michigan. The Mass will be held at St. Catherine 

of Siena Parish in Portage at 11 a.m. and is open to the public.
A luncheon will follow, sponsored by the St. Catherine Council

of the Knights of Columbus. All are welcome. 

Thanks to the generosity of people from across

the diocese hundreds of children in Africa, both Mus-

lim and Christian, have been able to finish elementary

school over the past 14 years. 

Helping these students in Africa was the vision of

then-Rev. Thomas Kabore who first came to Kalama-

zoo in the 1990s to work as an assistant at St. Augus-

tine Cathedral. The young priest returned to Africa to

be ordained a bishop by Pope John Paul II. Even

though his ministry at the cathedral lasted only for one

year, his experiences with the elementary school put

the importance of education at the forefront of his

mind and he started “Schools for All” in 2001, 

hoping to bring schools to poor countries like his

home of Burkina Faso, one of the poorest countries 

in the world. 

Recently, Bishop Kabore decided to extend his vi-

sion past a 5th grade education and is working to build

the first- ever secondary school in the province. This

year, the women of St. Basil Parish, South Haven, who

have raised thousands of dollars for the construction of

the school, are making paper doves to be sold for any

donation amount. Whenever someone makes a dona-

tion, they are asked to sign a paper dove, which will be

sent to Africa to be hung as a symbol of the unity that

ties us together as one holy, apostolic church. One-

hundred percent of donations will be wired to Africa to

help finish the school. Bishop Kabore hopes to enroll

280 children, half of which will be girls.

Generous donations help build grade school in Africa

Niles Knights of Columbus 

council changes its name to 

honor Jesuit missionary priest
After much discussion and reflection, the mem-

bers of the Niles Council 708 of the Knights of

Columbus voted to dedicate their council to Father

Jean Claude Allouez. The name change to “Niles

Council 708 Father Allouez” was approved by Bishop

Bradley in March 2015. 

Councils are often named for a significant

Catholic, whether it be a priest, saint, event, etc. Fa-

ther Allouez founded the Jesuit “Mission de Saint

Joseph” in 1684 near present-day Niles. He spent his

life doing missionary work in southwest Michigan

and the Great Lakes before being buried on a bluff

overlooking the St. Joseph River in 1689. He estab-

lished the first mission in the area and is said to have

taught over 100,000 Native Americans and baptized

over 10,000. There is a Father Allouez monument in

Niles, marking his burial place. 

Are you or someone
you know celebrating
50 years of marriage
anytime in 2015?

Bishop Bradley will be cele-
brating a special Mass for couples
on Sunday, October 4th at 2 p.m.,
St. Augustine Cathedral. 542 W
Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo. 

A small reception will follow in
the Fr. Crowley Center along with

an opportunity to have your picture
taken with the bishop. To receive

an invitation to this wonderful cele-
bration, please let your parish

know to submit your information to: 
Jane Bodway, 

Secretariat for Parish Life and Lay
Leadership, 215 N. Westnedge Ave., 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007

You may also submit your 
information by 

completing the online form on the
diocesan website: 

www.diokzoo.org/50th-anniversary
by August 21st. 

Invitations will be mailed the week 
of August 23rd. 

The Benton Harbor Girls Academy is seeking an Academy
Mistress/Teacher for grades three through eight. The Academy is a non-
graded, individualized learning environment, with a maximum of fifteen girls

per classroom. The Academy serves students of Benton Harbor, Michigan, an economically challenged area. 
The Academy Mistress (or Principal) will have the professional skills and empathy to work with middle-school age girls

needing a strong, sound, growth-focused learning environment for education to meet life’s challenges with competence and
dignity. In addition to the professional skill, experience, and education to serve as Academy Mistress, the candidate of
choice will also have the teaching credentials to teach one half –day classroom of girls. 

The small school setting and dual responsibility are ideal for a creative, organized, and dedicated educator who wants
to make a difference in the lives of girls. Interested individuals please send a resume, including education, experience, and
references, to Dr. Patricia Ann Quattrin Ph.D., Executive Director, Benton Harbor Girls Academy, P. O. Box 840, 
Benton Harbor, MI 49023 or to dr.patriciaquattrin.bhga@gmail.com by June 31, 2015.

Built On Faith-Based Focus, Individual Attention

POSITION OPENING

Benton Harbor Girls Academy
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Take a close look at 

Dillon Hall Apartments. 

You’ll enjoy convenient 

maintenance-free living in 

your own apartment.

Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent

• Utilities Included

• Emergency response system

• Low cost lunch

• On-site laundry room

• Beauty salon

• Storage unit included

• Community garden

• Beautiful community room

• Metro bus stop located on site

• Weekly trips to grocery shopping

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start 

enjoying the better things in life! 

By Very Rev.
Robert Barron

C.S. Lewis,
J.R.R. Tolkien, and
their colleagues in
the Inklings wanted
to write fiction that

would effectively “evangelize the
imagination,” accustoming the
minds, especially of young people,
to the hearing of the Christian
Gospel. Accordingly, Tolkien’s
Gandalf is a figure of Jesus the
prophet and Lewis’s Aslan a repre-
sentation of Christ as both sacrifi-
cial victim and victorious king.
Happily, the film versions of both
The Lord of the Rings and The
Chronicles of Narnia have proven
to be wildly popular all over the
world. Not so happily, Joss Whe-
don’s “Avenger” films, the second
of which has just appeared, work as
a sort of antidote to Tolkien and
Lewis, shaping the imåaginations
of young people so as to receive a
distinctly different message. It is
certainly relevant to my purpose
here to note that Whedon, the au-
teur behind Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, Firefly, and many other
well-received films and television
programs, is a self-avowed atheist
and has, on many occasions, sig-
naled his particular dissatisfaction
with the Catholic Church.

I won’t rehearse in too much
detail the plot of Avengers: Age of
Ultron. Suffice it to say that the
world is threatened by an artificial
intelligence, by the name of Ultron,
who has run amok and incarnated
himself in a particularly nasty ro-
botic body. Ultron wants to destroy
the human race and has produced
an army of robots as his posse.
Enter the Avengers — Tony Stark

(Iron Man), the Hulk, Black
Widow, Captain America, Hawk-
eye, and Thor — to do battle with
the dark forces. There is an awful
lot of CGI bumping and banging
and blowing things up, but when
the rubble settles, we see that the
real struggle is over a perfect body
— a synthesis of machine and flesh
— that Ultron, with the help of
brainwashed scientists, is designing
for himself. After pursuing the bad
guys on a wild ride through the
streets of Seoul, the Avengers re-
cover the body, and Thor, using one
of the fundamental building blocks
of the universe or lightning or
something, brings it to life. Exud-
ing light, intelligence, and calm-
ness of spirit, this newly created
robot/human/god floats above the
ground and announces that his
name is “I am.” Just before his cli-
mactic battle with Ultron, “I am”
declares that order and chaos are
two sides of the same coin and that
wickedness is never eliminated but
keeps coming around in an endless
cycle.  

Although some have seen Bib-
lical themes at work in all of this, I
see pretty much the opposite,
namely, an affirmation of a Niet-
zschean view of life. Whedon, who
was a philosophy student at univer-
sity, delights in dropping references
to the great thinkers in his work,
and one of the most cited in “Ul-
tron” is none other than the man I
take to be the most influential of
the 19th century philosophers,
Friedrich Nietzsche. At a key mo-
ment in the film, Ultron in fact ut-
ters Nietzsche’s most famous
one-liner: “what does not kill me
makes me stronger,” and the obser-
vation made by the newly-created

“I am” is a neat expression of Niet-
zsche’s doctrine of the eternal re-
turn of the same. At the heart of the
German philosopher’s work is the
declaration of the death of God,
which signals that all values are
relative, that we live in a space “be-
yond good and evil.” Into that
space, Nietzsche contends, the
Ubermensch, the superman, should
confidently stride. This is a human
being who has thrown off the
shackles of religion and conven-
tional morality and is able to exer-
cise fully his Wille zur Macht (Will
to Power). Asserting this will, the
superman defines himself com-
pletely on his own terms, effec-
tively becoming a god. Here we see
the significant influence of Niet-
zsche on Sartre and the other exis-
tentialists of the twentieth century. 

The Avengers is chock-a-block
with Ubermenschen, powerful,
willful people who assert them-
selves through technology and the
hyper-violence that that technology
makes possible. And the most re-
markable instance of this techno-
logically informed self-assertion is
the creation of the savior figure,
who self-identifies with the very
words of Yahweh in the book of
Exodus. But he is not the Word be-
come flesh; instead, he is the com-
ing together of flesh and robotics,
produced by the flexing of the all
too human will to power. I find it
fascinating that this pseudo-savior
was brought about by players on
both sides of the divide, by both
Iron Man and Ultron. Like Niet-
zsche’s superman, he is indeed be-
yond good and evil—which is
precisely why he cannot defini-
tively solve the problems that be-
devil the human race and can only
glumly predict the eternal return of

trouble. If you have any doubts
about the Nietzschean intention of
Joss Whedon, take a good look at
the image that plays as The
Avengers comes to a close. It is a
neo-classical sculpture of all of the
major figures in the film locked in
struggle, straining against one an-
other. It is in complete conformity
with the aesthetic favored by Albert
Speer, Leni Riefenstahl, and the
other artists of the Nazi period.

What the Christian evangelist
can seize upon in this film is the
frank assertion that the will to
power—even backed up by stun-

ningly sophisticated technology—
never finally solves our difficulties,
that it, in point of fact, makes
things worse. See the Tower of
Babel narrative for the details. And
this admission teases the mind to
consider the possibility that the
human predicament can be ad-
dressed finally only through the in-
vasion of grace. Once that door is
opened, the Gospel can be pro-
claimed.  
Father Robert Barron is the founder of the
global ministry, Word on Fire, and the
Rector/President of Mundelein Seminary. He is
the creator of the award winning documentary
series, “Catholicism” and “Catholicism:The
New Evangelization.

“The Avengers” and Friedrich Nietzsche

Robert Downey Jr. stars in a scene from the movie “Avengers: Age of Ultron.” The
Catholic News Service classification is A-III  – adults. The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13 – parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappr
opriate for children under 13. (CNS photo/Marvel)

Applications are now

being accepted for the

Lay Ecclesial Ministry

Institute of the Diocese

of Kalamazoo which will

begin its first sessions in

September, 2015.

As reported in the

May edition of The Good
News, the Institute seeks to provide women and men

in positions of ministry leadership with instruction

and formation. The Lay Ecclesial Ministry Institute

will be offered in Kalamazoo on eight Saturdays a

year for three years. Seven of the Saturdays will be

more catechetical in format and these will run from 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. The final Saturday of each program

year will be a spiritual retreat and will run from 9 a.m.

to 7 p.m.

The laity participating in this program will:

• Explore human qualities and traits fostering a 

healthy, well-balanced personality, including: 

understanding of self and others, the practice of 

Christian virtues, and genuine respect and concern 

for others.

• Identify spiritual charisms and personal gifts for 

ministry.

• Utilize the process of theological reflection in 

personal and ministerial settings.

• Participate in the practice of prayer and the 

sacraments in the context of the Catholic Christian 

spiritual tradition.

• Attain theological knowledge of the Church’s 

teachings and traditions.

• Examine the role of collaboration and cooperation 

in ministry.

• Gain an appreciation of the ethnic, cultural, and 

ecclesial diversity in the diocese.

• Acquire pastoral skills in communication, 

administration, leadership, and ministry.

• Build relationships on the local parish level and 

enhance awareness of the connection to the 

Diocesan and Universal Church.

Due to space limitations, there is a limit of 60 partici-

pants for the first three-year session.  The final dead-

line for all submissions, including the required letters

of recommendation and the $25 application fee, is

July 17, 2015. Participant cost for the program is $100

per year, $300 total. For more information contact: 

Deacon Kurt Lucas; klucas@diokzoo.orgor 

269-903-0183; or visit: www.diokzoo.org/lemi

Application deadline is 

July 17 for new diocesan

ministry institute
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Calendario/Calendar

Programa de Consejería en Español: Programa de Recuperación de Traumas
Ya hemos trabajado con dos grupos en español; los participantes han expresado que se

han beneficiado bastante de este programa y estamos listos para comenzar con un nuevo
grupo en Abril del presente año 2015. Si usted conoce a alguna persona que en su infancia o
de adulto sufrió cualquier tipo de trauma (físico, sexual, negligencia, etc.) y quiere ayudarle,
por favor remítalo a una de las siguientes personas: Lisette Mira-Amaya (269) 929-7084 o
Fanny Tabares (269) 903-0209. Es indispensable hacer cita personal lo más pronto posible
con la consejera Lissette.

El Programa de Recuperación de Traumas está basado en el Modelo de Trauma, un
modelo psico-educacional que ayuda a las personas a aprender cómo integrar sus sentimien-
tos, pensamientos y comportamientos. Las investigaciones actuales indican que los recuerdos
en la memoria, en el mejor de los casos, son de poco fiar. Por lo tanto, este modelo infunde
vivir eficientemente en el presente en lugar de re-establecer recuerdos reprimidos. La curación
no toma lugar en el  nivel de los recuerdos. La curación ocurre en el nivel del procesamiento e
integración de los sentimientos, pensamientos, percepciones, y comportamientos. El trauma
es un suceso o una serie de sucesos combinados con la vulnerabilidad de una persona que
crea un obstáculo en el normal desarrollo humano.

La Diócesis de Kalamazoo ha comenzado el Programa de “Trauma Recovery”  en inglés
desde hace 12 años y ha tenido un gran éxito a nivel nacional e internacional y ahora lo está
ofreciendo en español. 

Aproveche de esta oportunidad de consejería gratuita si usted o alguien que usted
conoce lo necesitan. 

JULY/AUGUST  2015

JULIO/JULY
Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano, hasta Noviembre.
Centro Alemán ubicado en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford. Se abrirá para
los meses de Junio, Julio y Agosto. Horario: Lunes y Martes de 6:30-8:30 pm y Domingos de
12:30-2:30 pm. 

(Horario sera confirmado) (Diocesan Migrant Ministry Season, until November. Aleman Center
located at Immaculate Conception Church, Hartford, will be open for the months of June, July
and August. Time: Monday and Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 pm and Sundays from 12:30-2:30 pm.
Times to be confirmed)

10 (Viernes): 9 a.m. – 12 p.m Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen
servicio a la Comunidad Migrante).

22 (Miércoles) 7:30p.m Misa en un Campo con el Señor Obispo Paul Bradley. Campo por
confirmar. 

25 (Sábado): 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Retiro Diocesano de Quinceañeras — retiro bilingüe para la
preparación de quinceañeras. También deben participar los padres de las quinceañeras en el
retiro. Temas incluyen: origen de la celebración, responsabilidades como Cristianos, la juven-
tud en la sociedad de hoy y otros temas de importancia. Lugar: St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish, 602 W. Chicago Street, Bronson, MI.

AGOSTO/AUGUST
Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano (Agosto a Octubre)
Centro Alemán ubicado en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford, Se abrirá para
los meses de junio, julio y agosto. Horario: Lunes y Martes de 6:30-8:30 p.m. y Domingos de
12:30-2:30p.m. 
8 (Sábado)10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que se van a casar.
También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar sobre su vida. Lugar: San Fe-
lipe de Jesus, Fennville, MI. 
15 (Sábado) 2 p.m. – 8 p.m. Retiro de Confirmación para la Comunidad Migrante. Aquel-
los que se confirmarán deben asistir. Lugar: San Felipe de Jesús, 5586 117th Street Pearl,
Fennville, MI.
15 (Sábado) 11:15 a.m. Primeras Comuniones de los Campesinos Migrantes, Immaculate
Conception, Hartford, MI. 
16 (Domingo) 12 – 5 p.m. Fiesta Diocesana. Día de la Familia. La Santa Misa la preside el
Obispo Paul Bradley. Lugar: Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, 63559 60th Ave, Hart-
ford, MI. Con comida para todos y juegos. 
22 (Sábado) Confirmación de los Campesinos Migrantes que se han estado preparando.
Lugar: Catedral de San Agustín, 542 W. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007. 
23 (Domingo) 12:30 p.m. Primeras Comuniones de los Campesinos Migrantes,
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville, MI. 

Ministerio Campesino Migrante de la Diócesis
La Diócesis de Kalamazoo con gran alegría y entusiasmo acoge cada año a los campesinos que vienen

desde distintos lugar de Estados Unidos y de otros países. Les damos la Bienvenida y deseamos que esta tem-

porada también esté plena de bienestar espiritual para todos los campesinos y sus familias.

La Diócesis ofrece atención espiritual en los campos y en las parroquias cercanas a los campos por  medio

de un gran número de valiosos voluntarios y voluntarias, sacerdotes y religiosas que alegremente y con gran en-

trega colaboran en este ministerio. 

Además del apoyo que ofrecen los sacerdotes en sus respectivas parroquias a los campesinos, también

ofrecen hospitalidad a misioneros que vienen durante el verano. Démosle la bienvenida y colaboración a la

Hermana Maria Angelina Soto, Hermana Maricel Daep Dioneda y la Hermana Maria Mercedes Umul en la Par-

roquia de St. Charles Borromeo, Coldwater, St. Mary, Bronson y Holy Angels, Sturgis; al Padre Raul Torres en

la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford; al Padre Fernelly Cardenas en la Parroquia de St. Peter,

Douglas y San Felipe de Jesús, Fennville; al Padre Oscar Londoño en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concep-

ción, Hartford; la Hermana Maria Teresa Orozco y la Hermana Maria Miriam Garcia en San Felipe de Jesús,

Fennville; la Hermana Patricia Yamile Garcia y la Hermana Esperanza Morales en el convento de St. John-St.

Bernard en Benton Harbor en St. Mary, Niles y en San Gabriel, Berrien Springs. En agosto llegaran el Padre

Luis Alberto Leyva a la Parroquia de St. Mary en Niles y el Padre Daniel Rodriguez en la Parroquia de la In-

maculada Concepción, Hartford. Demos una bondadosa acogida a los campesinos y misioneros que vienen a

enriquecer a nuestra Iglesia local con su trabajo y con su fe.

Fiesta Diocesana: 
Día de la Familia 

La Oficina del Ministerio Hispano
de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo y el
Comité Diocesano de Pastoral
Hispana los invita a la fiesta anual,
“Fiesta Diocesana,” el domingo 16
de agosto del 2015. Santa Misa

Campal a las 12 p.m. celebrada por el Señor Obispo
Paul Bradley, Obispo de Kalamazoo. Lugar: Parroquia
de la Inmaculada Concepción, 63559 60th Avenue,
Hartford, MI. Habrá comida para todos, inmediata-
mente después de la Santa Misa. También habrá activi-
dades como: piñatas, juegos, y premios para niños y
jóvenes, hasta las 5 p.m.
Varias Agencias estarán presentes para ofrecer valiosa
información en español e inglés.
¡¡Traiga a toda su familia y amigos.  Los esperamos
para disfrutar este día en Familia!!
Desde ya, Gracias por su participación. 

Teléfono para más información: 
269-903-0197. Los Esperamos 

Sacramentos para los Migrantes
Bautismos: Hablar con los misioneros para la

preparación y para coordinar fechas de los bautismos

en las parroquias.

Primeras Comuniones:

La preparación se proporcionará en las parroquias de

La Inmaculada Concepción, San Felipe de Jesús, y

San Gabriel, Bronson y Sturgis. Preguntar en cada

Parroquia y a los misioneros por detalles.

Requisitos para Primera Comunión:

•  Ser Migrante

•  Tener el certificado del Bautismo

•  Más de 10 años de edad.

•  Participar en la preparación.

•  Haber participado en las clases de catequesis en la

Iglesia de donde viene.

Sábado 15 de Agosto a las 11:15 a.m. en la Inmacu-

lada Concepción 63559 60th Ave. Hartford, MI

Domingo 23 de Agosto a las 12:30 p.m. en San Fe-

lipe de Jesús 5586 117th Street Pearl, (Cerca a Fen-

nville), 269-561-5029

Primeras Confesiones:

Viernes 7 de Agosto a las 5 p.m. en la Inmaculada

Concepción 63559 60th Ave. Hartford, MI

Viernes 21 de agosto a las 6 p.m. en San Felipe de

Jesús, 5586 117th Street Pearl, (Cerca a Fennville),

269-561-5029

Confirmaciones

Requisitos para la Confirmación:

• Ser Migrante

• Tener el certificado del Bautismo

• Haber hecho la Primera Comunión 

• Más de 16 años de edad.

• Participar en la preparación

• Haber participado en las clases de catequesis en

la Iglesia de donde viene.

Retiro de Confirmaciones: Sábado, 15 de agosto de

2 p.m. – 8 p.m. Lugar: San Felipe de Jesús, Fen-

nville. (Obligatorio para los que se van a confirmar). 

Catequesis para los Migrantes para 1ra Comunión y

Confirmación: 

En San Felipe de Jesús, Fennville los jueves, la

Misa es a las 6:30 p.m. y la catequesis a las 7:30 p.m.

Comienza la primera semana de Junio. En la Parro-

quia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford, los

domingos después de la misa de 6 p.m. Registrarse

en las parroquias o con los misioneros del ministerio

migrante. 

Confirmaciones: Sábado 22 de agosto a las 12 p.m.

con el Señor Obispo Paul J. Bradley en la Catedral de

San Agustín, 542 W. Michigan, Kalamazoo, MI

49007. 

Si necesita más información llame en español al 

269-903-0197.

Parroquias de la Diócesis que
Ofrecen Misa en Español:

San Felipe de Jesus, Pearl. 
5586 117th Street Pearl, (Cerca a Fennville)., 269-561-5029 

Domingos a las 12:30 p.m. todo el año. Y Jueves a las
6:30p.m. todo el año. Primeras Comuniones para los Mi-

grantes: Domingo 23 de agosto a las 12:30 p.m. 

St. Gabriel, Berrien Springs
429 Rosehill Road, Berrien Springs, MI, 269-471-2424

Domingos 12:30 p.m. Todo el año.

Immaculate Conception, Hartford
63559 60th Avenue, Hartford, MI, 269-621-4106

Domingos 11:15a.m., y 6 p.m. todo el año y Martes 6:30 pm.

St. Joseph, Kalamazoo 
936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI, 269-343-6256

Domingos a la 1:15 p.m. todo el Año.

St. Joseph, Battle Creek
61 N. 23rd Street  Battle Creek, MI, 269-962-0165

Domingos a las 5:00 p.m. Todo el Año.

Holy Angels, Sturgis
402 S. Nottawa, Sturgis, MI 49091, 269-651-5200

Domingos a las 12:15 p.m. Todo el Año.

St. Basil, South Haven
513 Monroe Blvd. South Haven, MI 49090,  269-637-2404

Sábados a las 6:30 p.m. Todo el Año.

SS Cyril & Methodius, Wayland
159 131st. Ave, RR#3, Wayland, MI  49348,  269-792-3543

Domingos a las 5:00 p.m. Todo el Año

St. Mary, Bronson
602 W. Chicago Blvd., Bronson, MI  49028, 517-369-2120

Domingos a la 1:30 p.m. Todo el Año.

St. Mary, Niles
219 S. State Street, Niles, MI  49120,  269-683-5087

Domingos a las 6:00 p.m. Todo el Año

Michigan Celebra el Matrimonio
Por Socorro Truchan

Uniendo un hombre y una mujer para toda la vida dentro del matri-

monio es vital para una sociedad sana. A través de estos matrimonios, los

niños se unen con su madre y padre, que cada uno contribuye de forma

única a la crianza de la siguiente generación. Mientras que el matrimonio

es la piedra angular de la familia; las familias, a su vez, proporcionan la

base necesaria para toda la sociedad. Una sociedad fuerte requiere famil-

ias fuertes. Por lo tanto, las políticas que fortalecen y promueven el matri-

monio tradicional y la familia deben ser alentadas.

La Conferencia Católica de Michigan, en colaboración con las siete

diócesis en Michigan está celebrando una observancia de un “Año de

Matrimonio” en todo el estado con los recursos disponibles en el sitio web

de MCC: www.michigancelebratesmarriage.com 

El “Año de Matrimonio” incluye recursos para ayudar a educar y re-

forzar la verdadera naturaleza del

matrimonio de una manera posi-

tiva sobre el bien y la importancia

del matrimonio para parejas, para

los niños, para las comunidades y

para la sociedad en general.

A continuación está la infor-

mación en donde pueden ver un

video en ingles (con la conversación en español) de Socorro y Tony

Truchan en el sitio web de la campaña “Michigan celebra el matrimonio”.

www.michigancelebratesmarriage.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkuIIUxPcbE&feature=youtu.be

Si necesita recursos (en español) o tiene alguna pregunta, por favor conec-

tarse directamente con la Sra. Socorro Truchan al 269-903-0199 o por

medio electrónico al struchan@diokzoo.org  en cualquier momento.
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Making a Report of
Sexual Misconduct

A report of sexual misconduct may
be initiated at the 

Diocese of Kalamazoo’s Sexual
Misconduct Question and 

Reporting Line: 877-802-0115.
A caller will be requested to 
provide his or her name and 
telephone number. All calls 

regarding sexual misconduct will
be returned, usually within one
hour. This toll-free telephone 

number has been established as a
part of the diocese's effort to 

protect children, young 
people and other vulnerable 

people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. This line is for 
reporting suspected sexual 

misconduct or child abuse within
diocesan institutions and 

ministries only. If you have some
other concern about diocesan

schools, parishes or ministries,
please contact the appropriate

diocesan school, parish or office
directly. In all cases of sexual

abuse you are encouraged to report
all cases to the local police or 

protective services.

More info & register at
TransformationsCenter.org

269-381-6290 x310

3427 Gull Road,  Kalamazoo 49048

Centering Prayer 
Weekend Retreat
August 7-9, Led by Molly 
Keating, Michele Gossman, 
Betsy Meagher, CSJ
This predominantly silent 
weekend will include 
experiences of Lectio Divina, 
the Prayer of Forgiveness and 
the Welcoming Prayer.  Open 
to those who have had some 
basic experience of Centering 
Prayer. 

The Spiritual Exercises of  
St. Ignatius
10 Saturday mornings over 
9 months beginning Sept 12 
w/Bernadette Dean,CSJ,   
Betsy Meagher, CSJ,  
Michele Gossman

Journey with others in a 
safe environment
Commit an hour a day to 
savor the exercises
Develop a greater  
awareness of the inter- 
connectedness of all things
Be more inclined to trust 
God’s love 
Be free to act with more 
love and service
Develop a deepening  
relationship with Jesus

2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Parish Target Goals

Blessed Sacrament, Allegan $51,295 
Holy Angels, Sturgis $52,433 
Holy Family, Decatur $17,294 
Holy Maternity, Dowagiac $26,421 
Immaculate Conception, Hartford $23,032 
Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers $46,068 
Our Lady of Fatima, Union City $11,676 
Our Lady of Great Oak, Lacey $5,712 
Our Lady of the Lake, Edwardsburg $70,210 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bridgman $30,925 
Sacred Heart, Bangor $18,707 
Sacred Heart, Dowagiac $30,638 
Sacred Heart, Allegan $8,307 
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville $6,781 
SS Cyril & Methodius, Wayland $37,828 
SS John & Bernard, Benton Harbor $149,836 
St. Agnes, Sawyer $24,885 
St. Ambrose, Delton $14,769 
St. Ambrose, Parchment $60,154 
St. Ann, Cassopolis $16,624 
St. Ann, Augusta $87,768 
St. Anthony, Buchanan $23,628 
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo $129,123 
St. Barbara, Colon $8,560 
St. Basil, South Haven $89,438 
St. Catherine of Siena, Portage $278,869 
St. Charles of Borromeo, Coldwater $52,325 
St. Clare, Centreville $8,171 
St. Cyril, Nashville $8,415 
St. Edward, Mendon $19,841 
St. Gabriel, Berrien Springs $8,661 
St. Jerome, Battle Creek $26,456 
St. John Bosco, Mattawan $59,597 
St. John, Albion $50,480 
St. Joseph, Battle Creek $144,063 
St. Joseph, Kalamazoo $121,346 
St. Joseph, St. Joseph $195,545 
St. Joseph, Watervliet $58,506 
St. Joseph, White Pigeon $20,840 
St. Jude, Gobles $18,461 
St. Margaret, Otsego $65,988 
St. Margaret/Mary, Marcellus $12,156 
St. Mark, Niles $33,433 
St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg $64,742 
St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo $51,166 
St. Mary, Bronson $67,902 
St. Mary, Kalamazoo $43,694 
St. Mary, Marshall $78,190 
St. Mary Visitation, New Salem $47,520 
St. Mary, Niles $67,550 
St. Mary, Paw Paw $59,108 
St. Mary, Three Oaks $24,314 
St. Monica, Kalamazoo $156,775 
St. Peter, Douglas $57,959 
St. Philip, Battle Creek $145,143 
St. Rose of Lima, Hastings $57,990 
St. Stanislaus, Dorr $29,246 
St. Therese, Wayland $65,129 
St. Thomas More, Kalamazoo $128,668 
Total 2015 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal Targets $3,370,361

CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:

July 17: Theology on Tap, TGI Fridays. Gathering on Friday
evenings in July for young adults to discuss various topics in a

comfortable, laid-back setting. 6:30 p.m. Also meets July 24
and 31. Contact: Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139, 

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org.

July 20-24: Saints in the Making Vacation Bible School,
St. Joseph Parish. 9 a.m. – noon. No cost, grades K-5. 
Registration forms available at St. Thomas More and 

St. Joseph Parish offices.

July 21: Diocesan Anniversary Mass with 
Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Augustine Cathedral, Noon.

August 1: RCIA Workshop for parish leaders,
Transformations Spirituality Center. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Workshop
to review basic RCIA principles and how to apply them to your
parish ministry. Counts as four hours of theological credit for
catechist certification. Contact: Dave Reilly, 269-903-0193,

dreilly@diokzoo.org.

August 22: Migrant Confirmation with Bishop Paul J.
Bradley, St. Augustine Cathedral, Noon.

August 22: What does it mean to love my spouse uncondi-
tionally? Crowley Center. 7 p.m. Jim and Sue Vogt discuss

how couples are called to love their spouse. Cost is $10. Con-
tact: Jane Bodway, 269-903-0147, jbodway@diokzoo.org

Sept. 12: Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat, St. Joseph Parish.
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Retreat for parents and daughters to prepare
spiritually before Quinceañera celebration. Contact: Fanny

Tabares, 269-903-0209, ftabares@diokzoo.org.

Sept. 19-20: Joy-Filled Marriage Weekend, Transformations
Retreat Center. Marriage Preparation weekend for engaged
couples. Should be completed 6-9 months prior to wedding.

Cost is $175. Contact: Jane Bodway, 269-903-0147, 
jbodway@diokzoo.org.

Sept. 21-27: World Meeting of Families Diocesan Pilgrim-
age, Philadelphia. Seven-day pilgrimage to Philadelphia for

World Meeting of Families, sponsored by the Diocese of Kala-
mazoo and Canterbury Pilgrimages and Tours Inc. Pope Fran-
cis will be in attendance. Deadline is July 31, space is limited.
Contact: Jamin Herold, 800-653-0017, jherold@diokzoo.org.

Sept. 26: Spanish Pre-Marriage Encounter, St. Joseph
Parish. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. One day retreat for the formation of en-
gaged couples or married couples who wish to have a day of

reflection. Contact: Fanny Tabares, 269-903-0209,
ftabares@diokzoo.org.

October 8-11: Into the Wild retreat, Rota-Kiwan Scout Reser-
vation. Weekend retreat centered around empowering men to
be leaders, protectors and providers. Mass, confession and

adoration time included. Space is limited. Contact: 
Deacon Kurt Lucas, 269-903-0183, klucas@diokzoo.org.

Paw Paw:
July 27-30: Hometown Nazareth Vacation Bible School,

Trinity Lutheran Church. 6 – 8 p.m. Contact: Paw Paw 
Community VBS, 269-657-5679, cdunc@btc-bci.com.

August 9: 50th Anniversary Mass,
St. Mary Parish, Paw Paw, 11 a.m.

Portage:
August 18: CPR and First Aid Training,
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 12:30 p.m.

LAKESHORE DEANERY
Bangor:

August 30: Annual Ham & Yam Dinner, Sacred Heart Parish.
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. Adults: $10, Children 6-12: $5, Children 5

and under: Free. Contact: Sacred Heart Parish, 269-427-7514.

Douglas:
July 20-24: Everest Vacation Bible School, St. Peter Parish.

10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Cost is donation only. Contact: Alisha
Giles, 269-857-7951 x105, alisha.giles@stpeter-douglas.org.

Fennville:
August 8: Spanish Pre-Marriage Encounter, San Felipe de
Jesus Mission. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. One-day retreat for the forma-

tion of engaged couples or married couples who wish to have a
day of reflection. Contact: Fanny Tabares, 269-903-0209,

ftabares@diokzoo.org.

Hartford:
August 16: Diocesan Fiesta with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,

Immaculate Conception Parish, Noon.

New Buffalo:
August 23: Discovering the Power of God’s Word, St. Mary
of the Lake Parish. Dr. Mary Healy presents on discovering the

power of God’s word. Light reception to follow. 3 p.m. 
Contact: Parish office, 269-469-2637.

St. Joseph:
July 23-26: Catholic Cursillo weekend, St. Joseph Parish.

Prayerful retreat for men. Cost is $150. Contact Peter Mallett,
269-598-7763, petemallett@ymail.com.

NORTHERN DEANERY
Dorr:

July 8: PK-4 Hanging on His Word Wednesday, St. Stanis-
laus Parish. 10:30 a.m. After Mass, there will be activities for

PK-4, based on The Kingdom of God is at hand, Matthew 10:7. 
Contact: Sheryl O’Connor, 269-793-8735, 

soconnor2149@sbcglobal.net.

July 15: Middle School (5-8th grade) Hanging on His Word
Wednesday, St. Stanislaus Parish. 10:30 a.m. After Mass,

there will be activities for 5th-8th graders based on Moses and
the Burning Bush, Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12. Contact: 

Sheryl O’Connor, 269-793-8735,
soconnor2149@sbcglobal.net.

July 29: High School (9-12th grade) Hanging on His Word
Wednesday, St. Stanislaus Parish. 10:30 a.m. After Mass,
there will be activities for 9th-12th graders based on A Pearl
Beyond Price, Matthew 13:44-46. Contact: Sheryl O’Connor,

269-793-8735, soconnor2149@sbcglobal.net.

August 13-14: Altar Server Day Camp, St. Stanislaus Parish.
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Day camp for both current and new altar

servers to learn more about the Mass and practice. Michigan
Adventure trip on Friday. Contact: Sheryl O’Connor,

269-793-8735, soconnor2149@sbcglobal.net.

Otsego:
August 8: Family Day Mass and Picnic with Bishop

Bradley, St. Margaret Parish. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Mass and picnic
with Bishop Bradley for persons with disabilities and their

families. No cost, food provided. RSVP by August 1. 
Contact: Lisa Irwin, 269-903-0177, lirwin@diokzoo.org.

SOUTHEAST DEANERY
Bronson:

July 25: Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat, St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Retreat for parents and

daughters to prepare spiritually before Quinceañera 
celebration. Contact: Fanny Tabares, 269-903-0209, f

tabares@diokzoo.org.

SOUTHWEST DEANERY
Cassopolis:

July 26: 100th Anniversary Mass and 55th Anniversary of
Rev. Donald Potts’ Priesthood celebration, St. Ann Parish.

Mass at 10 a.m. followed by a celebration.
RSVP: 269-445-3000, stanncass@frontier.com.

EVENTS OUTSIDE THE DIOCESE
July 17-19: 9th Annual Women of Grace Retreat, Orchard

Lake Schools. Theme is “My Grace is Sufficient for You:
Woman and God’s Divine Plan.” Contact: 800-558-5452,

info@womenofgrace.com.

Here & There

Here & There publishes parish,
Catholic school and diocesan

sponsored events. Submissions
should be sent to Vicki Cessna,

vcessna@diokzoo.org

Your generous support of the 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal makes possible the

many ministries and outreach of the diocese.

This month Bishop Bradley celebrates 

confirmations throughout the diocese and 

ordained four men to the transitional 

diaconate. This is just a glimpse into the many

ways your participation in diocesan 

Church helps spread the gospel. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

Fall groups forming for
Trauma Recovery Program

The Diocese of Kalamazoo’s Trauma Re-
covery Program will hold fall groups beginning
in October. If there are events from your child-
hood that are interfering with your ability to live
healthfully and happily as an adult, help and
healing are possible. These programs are avail-
able at no cost to participants. Survivors meet
for ten sessions in small groups facilitated by
mental health professionals and a priest. Partici-
pants do not rehash their hurtful past, but instead
focus on learning skills to live more satisfying
and effective lives. 

Reservations are currently being taken for
English-speaking groups that begin Oct. 12th
and run for 10 weeks until Dec. 7. Morning and
Evening sessions are available. Please contact
Phyllis Florian for registration and questions at
269-381-8917, ext. 223. 

Advertise in 
The 
Good 
News
Visit: www.diokzoo.org
Find out how far your 
marketing dollars 
will go.
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The following young men have earned the rank of Eagle Scout.

Jeremy McNally, Troop 224 St. Augustine Cathedral School

For his Eagle project, he led a team in designing, constructing and installing a new cabinet at

Hackett Catholic Prep for band trophies. 

Aiden Wales, Troop 211 St. Monica Parish (pictured right)

For his Eagle project, he renovated the Mary garden adjacent to the

rectory of St. Monica Parish, including building a retaining wall and

planting plants and flowers. 

Nathan Harpenau, Troop 224 

St. Augustine Cathedral School 

For his Eagle project, he led and directed

a refurbishing project of the football

equipment storage room at Hackett

Catholic Prep, including repainting the

room and constructing and installing new

shelving. 

Andrew Duris, Troop 624 St. Joseph Parish

For his Eagle project, he planned, designed and organized the con-

struction of three raised garden boxes for the St. Joseph-Lincoln

Senior Center. 

Daniel Stickney, Troop 211 St. Monica Parish (pictured left)

For his Eagle project, he designed, constructed and installed cus-

tom wooden shelves for The Ark youth shelter in Kalamazoo.

For more information on Eagle Scouts, contact Tim McNamara at 

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org or 269-903-0319.

Eagle scouts from around the diocese

Kathy A. Young,
MS, was officially
welcomed as the
22nd President
and CEO of
Borgess Health at
a Commitment
Ceremony on
June 4th in the
Holy Family
Chapel at
Nazareth. The 
ceremony was 

attended by Bishop Bradley, among many
others, including the Congregation of 
St. Joseph Sisters. 

Kathy A. Young,
Borgess Health, 

Commitment 
Ceremony

Aiden Wales

Daniel Stickney

Rev. Bill Jacobs, pastor, 
Sts. John/Bernard Parish, 
Benton Harbor, presents the
parish’s “vocations cross” to
Josephine Brenner,  a resident
at Caretel, St. Joseph, Mich.,
on her 102nd birthday. While in
possession of the cross
Josephine prayed the rosary
twice daily for two weeks for an
increase in vocations to the 
religious life. 
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